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T
hat sizzle sound when the 
club head hits the ball.

That’s what I remember most 
about the fi rst pro golf 

tournament I attended.
I was a golf-crazy teenager. So 

were my brothers and my friends.
We played all the time. But we 

were beginners. I had never heard 
what a perfectly struck shot sound-
ed like. Never seen the ball fl ight of 
a professionally launched drive.

I was hooked (and sliced and 
shanked and chili-dipped and moon 
balled and … well, my fellow golfers 
know where I’m going here.)

I’ll be just as awe-struck this week 
when the LPGA comes to Golden 
Ocala for the season-opening 
Coates Golf Championship.

After more than 30 years of 
playing this great game I’m still 
amazed when I see the pros tee it up 
and hit shot after shot after shot 
dead solid perfect.

All of Marion County, golfers and 
nongolfers, should be just as 
dazzled — and not just by the 
technical and competitive mastery 
that will be on display.

Pardon the mixed 
sports metaphor, but 
this tournament is a 
game-changing home 
run for us.

Marion has attract-
ed top-fl ight youth 
sporting events 
(baseball), hosted a 
respected high school 
hoops tourney 
(Kingdom of the Sun) 
and enjoyed superb 

equestrian events, including the 
annual HITS event.

But the LPGA coming to town? 
This, to me, is the best yet.

Stars whom we see on TV — Mi-
chelle Wie, Karrie Webb, Inbee 
Park, Lydia Ko, Christina Kim — 
will be doing battle at Golden Ocala.

I played Golden Ocala several 
years ago, when public access was 
still allowed. It will be fun for me to 
see how the pros navigate the 
course. (Far better than I ever did, 
needless to say.)

Pro golf is, like some major sports, 
much better in person. Granted, you 
can’t see all the action at once, like 

you can watching the telecast.
But the athleticism doesn’t quite 

translate on TV. And that sizzle 
sound doesn’t quite come through.

The fi rst tourney I attended was 
the old Western Open in the mid-
1980s. My friend Mike and I 
watched a young Corey Pavin and 
other players make their way 
around Butler National Golf Club, 
whose fairways were nicer than the 
greens of the muni where we played. 
(Heck, the rough was almost nicer 
than our greens.)

I’ve seen a few tournaments in 
person since then, but that day in 
the Chicago suburb of Oak Brook 
has never left my memory.

I suspect I’ll have a similar experi-
ence this week, since I’ve never 
attended an LPGA event. That’s one 
of the cool things about sports: It 
can make you feel like a kid again.

Good luck, ladies. Welcome to 
Marion County. We can’t wait for 
the tournament to begin.

Contact Jim Ross at 671-6412 or jim.
ross@ocala.com. Follow him on 
Twitter @jimross96

Welcome to Marion County, ladies

JIM ROSS
Managing
Editor

DOUG ENGLE/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/FILE

Golden Ocala’s 11th hole, pictured, is a replica of the famous 12th hole Augusta National.
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By Andy Marks
Staff  writer

T
he last time Kar-
rie Webb walked 
Golden Ocala’s 
rolling, tree-
lined fairways, 
she was barely 
20 years old.

It was April of 
1995 and Webb had just 
earned her European Tour 
card for later that season. 
Rather than returning 
home to her native 
Australia for a well-earned 
break, she detoured to the 
United States to play a 
handful of events on the 
little known LPGA 
Futures Tour. 

That’s when Webb, who 
at the time was as anony-
mous as pro golfers get, 
arrived at the Ocala home 
of Craig and Debbie 
Mueller. They had volun-
teered to provide housing 
for that week’s Golden 
Ocala Futures Classic. 

“Karrie’s the one who 
came knocking on the 

door,” said Craig Mueller, 
an Ocala fi refi ghter who 
has since retired. “We 
didn’t have any idea who 
we were going to get.”

There was no way for 
Mueller to know that the 
Australian girl at his 
doorstep that day would 
become one of the greatest 
golfers to ever play the 
game. All he could tell for 
certain was that Webb’s 

fi rst visit to Ocala was 
purely a business trip.

“She was here to play 
golf,” Mueller said. “She 
sold everything she had. 
She borrowed money to 
start this dream of hers. 
She was just shy, but she 
was real friendly.” 

At the time, becoming a 
golf superstar was the 
furthest thing from 
Webb’s mind. 

“I wasn’t thinking like 
that at that stage,” Webb 
recalled. “I guess my goal 
was to be able to support 
myself playing golf, to 
make a living and not be a 
struggling pro.

“Obviously, I’ve exceed-
ed that.”

Has she ever.
That week offered just a 

tiny glimpse of the 
brilliant career that 
followed. Webb won that 
event — her fi rst profes-
sional win — and its 
modest $4,500 top prize, 
but she barely had time to 
enjoy it. Four months later, 
she captured the Women’s 
British Open on the 
European Tour by six 
strokes. Then she won 
four LPGA titles as a 
rookie in 1996. 

One of the greatest golf 
careers in history — men 
or women — was under-
way, and it’s rarely slowed 
down since.

That young and carefree 
golfer who hoisted her fi rst 

pro trophy in Ocala is now 
an iconic veteran of 41 
LPGA wins, 10th most 
all-time and most among 
active players. Her seven 
major championships 
rank seventh all-time. She 
was inducted into the 
World Golf Hall of Fame in 
2005 but it was hardly a 
curtain call — she’s won 
11 more tournaments 
since then.

The Futures win at 
Golden Ocala now pales in 
comparison to the storied 
events Webb later cap-
tured. The $4,500 check 
— which “was defi nitely 
important at the time,” 
Webb said, because she 
was still pinching pennies 
just to cover meals and 
travel — has been dwarfed 
by more than $20 million 
in career earnings.

While the trophy and 
money Webb won that 
week may be faded 
memories — “I don’t really 
remember much about 
how I played or how many 

shots I won by,” she 
confessed — the relation-
ship that was born 
between Webb and the 
Muellers was the true 
prize.

“Craig’s a fi refi ghter and 
had just come back from 
the World Firefi ghter 
Games in Melbourne, so 
they kind of had a grasp 
on where I came from and 
how big Australia was,” 
Webb said. “They watched 
me throughout the 
tournament and had an 
Australian fl ag and all the 
Australian paraphernalia. 
That’s what I remember 
most, just that I developed 
such a good friendship 
with them.”

Webb and the Muellers 
stayed in contact, and 
when she returned to the 
States later that year for 
LPGA qualifying school, 
they were there and 
watched her fi nish second 
and earn her card. The 

Twenty years later, longtime 
LPGA star Karrie Webb 

returns to Golden Ocala — 
scene of her fi rst pro victory

forBACK
SECONDS

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS/FILE

Australia’s Karrie Webb hits a shot last year. The 40-year-old LPGA veteran won two tournaments in 2014.

WEBB on Page 6

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Karrie Webb with Ocala residents Craig and Debbie 
Mueller at the 2014 Kingsmill Championship in Virginia.
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Muellers then watched her 
begin her LPGA career 
that January with back-to-
back events in Orlando. 
She was runner-up at the 
Grand Cypress resort in 
her debut, then won on 
Disney’s Lake Buena Vista 
course the following week. 
Four months later, she 
returned to Florida and 
got her second win, this 
time at LPGA National in 
Daytona Beach.

Webb began to connect 
the dots; when the Muel-
lers were in her gallery, 
she played some of her 
best golf. 

“She jokingly adopted us 
as her good-luck charm,” 
Craig Mueller said.

Soon, the Muellers were 
traveling the world 
watching Webb play golf. 
They were greenside in 
2001 when she won the 

fi rst of her two U.S. Opens, 
and they got the fi rst hug 
as she walked off the 18th 

green. 
“They’ve watched many 

of my wins, both U.S. 

Open wins, every win that 
I’ve had in Florida,” Webb 
said. “I think we tried to 
tally it up at one point and 
it’s about 15 times they’ve 
seen me win, then there’s 
been a bunch of seconds 
and thirds along the way.”

Webb was there for the 
Muellers, too. She re-
turned to Ocala about fi ve 
years ago to celebrate 
Craig’s retirement and 
forged a bond so close that 
former LPGA star Meg 
Mallon once joked that the 
Muellers were Webb’s 
“American parents.” 

Though her public 
persona and golf demean-
or remain quiet, private 
and all-business, that’s not 
the Karrie Webb the 
Muellers know. 

“She’s been the same 
since the day we met her, 
just a nice country girl,” 
Craig Mueller said. “When 
she accepts you into her 
little circle, you’re in for 
life.”

Now Webb, who recently 
turned 40, is back in 
Marion County, back at 
the Muellers’ home, and 
back at Golden Ocala to 

chase after another title. 
This time, it’s the fi rst-year 
LPGA Coates Golf 
Championship.

Webb chuckled at the 
suggestion that her win on 
the same course two 
decades ago gives her any 
kind of advantage this 
week.

“I don’t think (course 
experience) is really in the 
discussion,” she said. “It’s 
been 20 years since I 
played there. You know, 
I’ll be staying with Craig 
and Debbie in the same 
house so it’s kind of a full 
circle from where I was 20 
years ago to where I am 
now.”

The on-course thing 
Webb remembers most 
from the 1995 tourney was 
being wowed by Golden 
Ocala’s eight replica holes, 
which exposed her to the 
feeling of playing Augusta 
National, Muirfi eld, St. 
Andrews and other 
legendary golf spots 
around the world.

“I hadn’t played any of 
those golf courses before I 
played Golden Ocala so it 
was exciting to feel like 
you’re on Amen Corner or 
the Postage Stamp or on 
the Old Course,” Webb 
said. “I loved that whole 
aspect of it. Since then, I 
think (Royal) Troon is the 
only course I haven’t 
played. I’ve played the real 
deal, so it’ll be good to go 
back now, now that I have 
played them, and see how 
close they are.”

Webb would love to win 
here again, too.

Even as one of the tour’s 
older competitors, Webb is 
still a force to be reckoned 
with by any measure. She 
won twice in 2014 and sits 
ninth in the Rolex World 
Rankings, though she 
hasn’t quite kept up the 
torrid winning pace of her 
younger years (she won 13 
times in 2000 and 2001 

visit us online at edwinwattsgolf.com
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WEBB FILE
Age: 40
Hometown: Ayr, Queen-

sland, Australia
Current residence: 

Boynton Beach
2014 season: Won the 

ISPS Handa Women’s 
Australian Open and JTBC 
Founders Cup; fi nished 9th 
in the Race to the CME 
Globe Finals (2,281 points) 
and 8th on the money list 
($1,069,540)
Major Wins: 1999 du 

Maurier Classic, 2000 
Nabisco Championship, 
2000 U.S. Women’s Open, 
2001 U.S. Women’s Open, 
2001 McDonald’s LPGA 
Championship, 2002 
Weetabix Women’s British 
Open, 2006 Kraft Nabisco 
Championship
Fun facts: Tied for 10th 

all-time with 41 LPGA Tour 
wins…In 1997 and 2001, 
received ESPY award from 
ESPN as the Outstanding 
Women’s Golf Performer of 
the Year…Recognized as 
one of the LPGA’s top-50 
players and teachers during 
LPGA’s 50th Anniversary 
in 2000…Named female 
golfer of the year in 2000 
by the Golf Writers Associa-
tion of America

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS/FILE

Karrie Webb celebrates her 2001 U.S. Women’s Open victory at the Pine Needles 
Lodge and Golf Club in Southern Pines, N.C.

Continued from 4

WEBB: Her ‘American parents’ bring good luck to tourneys

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS/FILE

Karrie Webb has 
won seven major 
championships in her 
storied career.

Continued on Page 7
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alone, compared to fi ve 
wins in the last six years).

Craig Mueller remem-
bers an early-20s Webb 
that would shoot a 65, then 
head to the driving range 
to explore how she 
could’ve played even 
better. 

“She’d win,” Mueller 
recalled, “then Monday 
morning she’d be out on 
the range.”

Today, Webb might be 
just as likely to spend a 
Monday out on her boat 
near her home in Boynton 
Beach or relaxing with 
friends like the Muellers, 
but it doesn’t make her any 
less of a threat to capture a 
championship on any 
given course, anywhere, 
anytime, as she was 20 
years ago. 

“Actually,” she said, “I 
feel like I’m more capable 
of it.”

And so it’s easy to see 
why Webb shrugs aside 
any discussion of her 
retirement. She’s set a goal 
of playing full-time this 
year and next, then 

playing for Australia at the 
2016 Olympics.

After that, all bets are 
off, but Webb’s younger 
competitors shouldn’t get 
too comfortable with the 
idea that she won’t be 
around anymore in 2017 to 
keep snatching titles, 
trophies and purses away 
from them. 

“I don’t see playing 
full-time after (the 
Olympics),” she said, “but I 
could have a career year in 
2016 and that might 
change my mind.”

Webb is not the same 
golfer today that she was 
20 years ago when she 
scored the fi rst win of 
what quickly became a 

legendary career. Athleti-
cism fades over time. So 
does endurance. So does 
that once-in-a-generation 
type of hunger and drive 
that can only be found in a 
young superstar on the 
rise.

“But she’s still got that 
swing,” Craig Mueller 
said, “a structured swing 

that doesn’t go away.”
Webb’s mental edge will 

never go away either. 
“When she steps inside 

the lines, just like Michael 
Jordan or Peyton Man-
ning, when they get out on 
the fi eld they’ve just got 
that look in their eye,” 
Mueller said.

Twenty years ago, Webb 

had that look in her eye 
with a one-stroke lead 
over two competitors on a 
Sunday morning at 
Golden Ocala. 

She won by eight.
Now, two decades later, 

comes the encore.

Contact Andy Marks at 
andy.marks@ocala.com.

Continued from Page 6

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS/FILE

Karrie Webb holds 
the Women’s British 
Open trophy in August 
1995, which was four 
months after her fi rst 
professional win at 
Golden Ocala.

FROM THE STAR-BANNER ARCHIVES: APRIL 24, 1995
“I don’t see playing 
full-time aft er (the 
Olympics), but I 
could have a career 
year in 2016 and that 
might change my 
mind.” 

KARRIE WEBB
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By Andy Marks
Staff  writer

L
ydia Ko dazzled the 
world of women’s golf 
last year when, as a 
17-year-old LPGA rook-
ie, she won three times 
and rocketed to No. 2 in 
the world rankings.

Stories like that are few 
and far between in the history of 
the sport, but they do exist. The 
great Nancy Lopez won nine 
times — including fi ve in row 
— during a 1978 rookie cam-
paign that isn’t likely to be 
duplicated. Karrie Webb won 
four times in 1996; Se Ri Pak 
won four in her fi rst campaign 
two years later.

It’s rarely that easy for a 
fi rst-year player, nor is it 
supposed to be. LPGA Tour 
commissioner Mike Whan likes 
to remind rookies the tale of 
Meg Mallon, who had a deco-
rated career that included 18 
wins and four majors, but made 
just 5-of-18 cuts when she fi rst 
made it out of Q-school in 1987. 

Mallon didn’t win her fi rst 
tournament until four years 
later.

“Occasionally there’s a Lydia 
Ko or a Nancy Lopez that just 
sort of blow expectations out of 
the water,” Whan said, “but 
generally speaking, it takes a 
little while, not only to get to 
know the courses but really to 
get used to our travel schedule, 
which is incredibly unique, and 
all the nuances.”

The 2015 class, many of whom 
will be in Ocala this week for the 
Coates Golf Championship, has 
its share of young golfers with 
enticing stories. 

There’s Cheyenne Woods, a 
Wake Forest grad with a certain 
feline-named uncle you may 

have heard of before. There’s 
former UCLA Bruin Alison Lee 
and Australian Minjee Lee, who 
co-medaled in December at 
Q-school. There’s South Korea’s 
SooBin Kim, last year’s No. 1 
ranked collegiate player at the 
University of Washington, and 
29-year-old Sakura Yokomine, 
who has dominated pro golf in 
Japan for nearly a decade.

Meanwhile, the Symetra Tour 
sent 10 players of its own up into 
the LPGA ranks including Ohio 
native Marissa Steen, who won 
three 2014 events to earn a 

battlefi eld promotion.
It’s just another of the many 

challenges facing LPGA 
veterans: the fact that so many 
talented and hungry youngsters 
join their ranks each year. 
Karrie Webb, a  hall of famer 
with 41 wins, remembers well 
what the climb was like.

“You don’t think that any-
thing’s going to go bad,” Webb 
said. “You play very free and 
without consequence. That’s 
how I watch those young kids 
now. I think 20, 21 years of 
experience, for me, helps at 

certain times but it’s always 
good to watch young kids come 
out and just let it go.”

Webb hasn’t ceded anything to 
the tour’s young guns — she still 
captured two titles last season 
— but said she can’t help but 
admire the way they play.

“They come out with no fear,” 
Webb said, “and you wish you 
had a little bit of that in you still.”

Christina Kim, a LPGA veteran 
who is well-loved by her peers, 
makes a point of embracing 
each year’s rookie class even as 
she notices the growing age 

differential.
“I was trying to fi gure out if I 

was closer in age to Lydia Ko or 
her mother,” laughed Kim. 

Kim, 30, doesn’t view the 
rookies as rivals, rather, they’re 
the future of the sport she loves. 
She made a point of having 
lunches with Ko last season, 
“just to make sure you don’t feel 
like you’re a freak because 
you’re 17 and you’re out here.”

“It’s more about making sure 
I’m able to leave the game in a 
better place than I entered it,” 
Kim said.

Whan, who has piloted a LPGA 
resurgence of sorts since 
becoming commissioner in 
2009, has noticed a trend of 
younger event winners in recent 
years, but he doesn’t necessarily 
think winning should be an 
immediate priority for rookies. 
There are simply too many other 
adjustments to make and 
obstacles to overcome.  

“I always tell players, set 
expectations that don’t have to 
be that high,” Whan said. “But it 
seems like every time I say that, 
the next year there’s a Lydia Ko. 
Youth doesn’t seem to be the 
challenge it used to be. Five 
years ago when I started here, 
20-year-old winners just weren’t 
happening. It’s a different 
lifestyle. You’ve got to get used 
to waking up in different time 
zones. You head to the airport 
every Sunday night.”

Here is a closer look at just a 
few of the new LPGA faces in 
this year’s Coates Golf Champi-
onship fi eld:

Marissa Steen, 24
Many LPGA rookies were 

practically born with a club in 
their hand, but Marissa Steen 
isn’t one of them. She played 
three sports in high school and 
still found time for the trumpet 
in the school band. 

Steen didn’t pick up a club for 
the fi rst time until age 13. She 
had no idea golf would become 
her career path.

“I always had a goal of being a 

“Occasionally there’s a Lydia Ko or a Nancy Lopez that 
just sort of blow expectations out of the water, but generally 
speaking, it takes a little while, not only to get to know the 
courses but really to get used to our travel schedule, which is 
incredibly unique, and all the nuances.”

MIKE WHAN, LPGA Tour commissioner

The 2015 crop of 
newcomers has its 
share of exciting 

storylines

Tour rookies ready to shine on biggest stage

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS/FILE

New Zealand’s Lydia Ko holds up her trophy after winning the Marathon Classic last July at 
Highland Meadows Golf Club in Sylvania, Ohio. Ko won three times as a rookie last season.

NEWCOMERS on Page 10
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John didn’t treat Cherise.
But she’s here today because of him.{ {

When Cherise West was diagnosed with leukemia, doctors said she had nomatching donors
for a bonemarrow transplant – and no hope for a cure. At UFHealth, Dr. JohnWingardworks
on transplants from donors who aren’t an exact match. Like Cherise’s mom. John’s work is
why Cherise is healthy today, even if she never knows it. And it’s invisible connections like
these that help us movemedicine forward with every patient we serve. UFHealth.org
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D-1 college athlete,” Steen said. 
“The sport just changed a couple 
different times.”

After settling on golf, Steen went 
on to play at the University of 
Memphis. She jumped from there to 
the Symetra Tour, where her 
year-over-year progression was 
dramatic. She was 34th her rookie 
season and just missed graduating 
to the LPGA in her second year, 
when she fi nished 12th. 

Everything changed in 2014, when 
she dominated the tour, winning 
three times to earn a battlefi eld 
promotion to the LPGA. 

Because of that, she got a slight 
jump on her rookie class by playing 
two LPGA events in 2014 while also 
qualifying into the U.S. Open, where 
she missed the cut.

She made her fi rst cut in Toledo a 
month later, when she opened with a 
67 and fi nished 32nd.

“I felt really comfortable that 
whole week,” Steen said. “I don’t 
know if I was just peaking then or if 
it was because I was in Ohio and 
everything was real familiar to me.”

Florida, where the Symetra Tour 
holds several events, was not so 

familiar, which could be why Steen 
struggled, relatively speaking, in 
her fi rst year as a pro. After the 2013 
season, she moved to Lake Mary to 
spend an offseason playing on 
Bermuda grass. It proved to be a key 
factor in last year’s surge to Symetra 
Tour Player of the Year.

“Being on the Bermuda grass for 
four or fi ve months straight every 
day, I really feel like I learned how to 
play better on it,” she said. “The 
chipping and the putting is different 
than it is on bent grass (up north). 
Learning those little nuances really 
helped me. I felt more comfortable 
last season on Florida courses.”

So she’ll hardly complain that her 
rookie campaign will open this 
week in the Sunshine State — and a 
mere 90-minute drive from her 
adopted home. Steen is also un-
daunted by the giant boost in fans 
and media that the higher-profi le 
LPGA events will bring. 

“For us as players, 150 yards is 150 
yards no matter what course you’re 
on or what event you’re playing,” she 
said. “That’s how I try to relax 
myself mentally and not let those 
outside things make what I’m doing 
bigger than it is.”

Jackie Stoelting, 28
When Jackie Stoelting committed 

to Florida Southern College to play 
golf, she only had a partial athletic 
scholarship.

“I went to get my degree in elemen-
tary education and I was going to be 
a teacher,” Stoelting said. “I really 
didn’t think I would play profession-
ally.”

It’s now 10 years later and Stoelt-
ing has yet to erase a blackboard or 
grade a test. 

When Stoelting (then Barenborg) 
won a Division II national champi-
onship with the Moccasins as a 
junior, she decided she was going to 
give pro golf a try. 

Her path to the LPGA Tour, 
however, was anything but smooth. 
She turned pro in 2010 but fi nished 
143rd on the Symetra Tour. She was 
hardly derailed.

“My fi rst year was hard but, I 
thought that you can’t just try it once 
and give up,” she said. “Try again. 
The next year I did really well. I 
think I fi nished 12th on the money 
list that year. Every year I’ve 
improved my game and gotten 
better.”

Continued from Page 8

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS/FILE

Marissa Steen won three times on the Symetra Tour last year.

LPGA TOUR

Jackie Stoelting helped Florida Southern College 
win a Division II national championship in 2007.

MARISSA STEEN
Age: 24
Hometown: West Chester, Ohio
College: University of Memphis
Current residence: Lake Mary
2014 season: Played on the Symetra Tour where she won 

the Guardian Retirement Championship, Friends of Mission 
Charity Classic and Eagle Classic; Finished 1st in the money 
($75,348)
Fun Facts: Finished 2014 ranked No. 1 on the Symetra 

Tour and was named Player of the Year…in addition to her 
three 1st-place fi nishes, Steen also had 10 top-10 fi nishes 
in 2014…won six tournaments while at the University of 
Memphis

JACKIE STOELTING
Age: 28
Hometown: Vero Beach
College: Florida Southern College
Current residence: Vero Beach
2014 season: Played on the Symetra Tour where she 

fi nished 3rd in the money ($60,452) 
Fun facts: Was a member of the 2007 NCAA Division II 

Women’s Golf Championship team for Florida Southern…
had three second place fi nishes, as well as four other top-10 
fi nishes in 2014…appeared on Golf Channel reality show 
“Big Break Florida,” which she eventually won

Continued on Page 11

NEWCOMERS: Steen was Symetra’s top player in ’14
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In 2013, Stoelting got her big 
break. Or, that is, her Big Break. 

She was selected to be in the 
cast of Golf Channel reality 
show “Big Break Florida,” which 
she eventually won. It earned 
her some notoriety as well as an 
exemption into last June’s LPGA 
event in Ontario. She missed the 
cut there, but the year as a whole 
had a profound effect on her 
game.

She earned conditional LPGA 
status for 2014 in Q-school, but 
opted for a return to the Symetra 
Tour instead. It was the right 
call. Stoelting had her best year 
as a pro, fi nishing third in 
money — even while she never 
won an event — to graduate to 
the LPGA for 2015. 

Stoelting’s best round of the 
season was actually her last one, 
when she shot a career-low 64 at 
the Tour Championship in 
Daytona Beach. She entered the 

event needing a good result to 
secure a top-10 season fi nish 
and a LPGA Tour card. 

Her fi nal round included four 
birdies over the fi nal fi ve holes. 
She called it “by far the best day 
of my golf career.”

“It was just one of those days 
where everything went right,” 
Stoelting said. “The cup was big. 
It was the best ending I ever 
could’ve asked for, to fi nish my 
year and get my card. I defi nitely 
still have that in my mind. It’s 
been a few months, but then 
those months have gone by 
extremely fast. I’m excited to get 
out there.”

That’s going to happen this 
week in Ocala, where Stoelting 
is hoping the sizzling 64 she shot 
last time out will linger. 

“I’m sure I’m going to be a little 
nervous, but having that 64 in 
the back of my mind, I haven’t 
made any changes this offsea-
son,” she said. “I just continued 
what I was doing. I’m really 

excited to be able to be up there 
for a full year and compete with 
the best.”

Kendall Dye, 27
When Kendall Dye graduated 

from the University of Oklaho-
ma with a degree in communi-
cations, she decided to give 
herself a three-year window to 
make the LPGA Tour. 

It took her fi ve. 
Dye — charismatic, extremely 

personable and a huge sports 
fan — seems tailor-made to hold 
a microphone, but said she never 
gave more than a fl eeting 
thought to surrendering her golf 
dream.

“It was a very brief feeling of, 
OK maybe this is it,” Dye said. “I 
love sports broadcasting or 
maybe way down in the future, 
being a coach. But (those 
thoughts) might’ve lasted a day 
after the season. … As long as 
you get that out of your head 
quickly, then you can get back to 

your goals and what you set your 
mind to.”

Perseverance paid off. 
Dye scored her fi rst Symetra 

Tour win last season in Long-
wood and it propelled her to an 
eighth-place tour fi nish, which 
punched her ticket to the LPGA. 

She’ll tee off at Golden Ocala 
this week and hardly seems 
intimidated by the scope of it.

“I’ve never had the fi rst tee 
jitters, maybe because I’ve been 
playing the Symetra for so long 
that you just kind of get used to 
it,” Dye said. “…I’m looking 
forward to it. It’s the biggest 
stage you could ever be on, but 
it’s still just golf. It’s just me 
and the golf ball and the golf 
course. As long as I can get 
acclimated pretty quickly and 
just realize that I belong, then I 
think that everything should be 
just fi ne.”

Dye showed a fl are for the 
dramatic in 2014. Her win in 
Longwood featured a four-

stroke Sunday rally, while her 
off-tour win at the Colorado 
Open saw her rally from seven 
back on the fi nal day.

“I guess you’re never out, 
right?” Dye said. “Anything can 
happen, even up until the very 
last hole. It’s good for me for the 
future to see that I’ve done this 
in the past. It just gives me proof 
and confi dence that anything 
can happen.”

Confi dence is something Dye 
doesn’t lack, and she’s eager to 
measure herself at the LPGA 
level.

“I’m a fi ghter out there,” she 
said. “I’m never going to give up, 
but these are the best girls in the 
world so you can’t just scrap it 
around and make the cut. I’m 
going to have to be at the very 
tip-top of my game, but also it’s 
going to be a learning process 
just to get my feet wet. 

“I’m OK if success happens 
quick,” Dye added. “I’m ready 
for it.”

Continued from Page 10

Kendall Dye tees off  Kendall Dye tees off  
during a Symetra during a Symetra 
Tour event last year Tour event last year 
in Greenwood, S.C. The in Greenwood, S.C. The 
University of Oklahoma University of Oklahoma 
graduate fi nished eighth graduate fi nished eighth 
on the tour in 2014.on the tour in 2014.
LPGA TOURLPGA TOUR

e Sunday rally while her

KENDALL 
DYE
Age: 27
Birthplace: Memphis, 

Tenn.
Hometown: Edmond, 

Okla.
College: 

University 
of Okla-
homa
Current 

resi-
dence: 
Phoenix
2014 season: Played on 

the Symetra Tour where 
she won the IOA Golf Clas-
sic by rallying from four 
strokes back entering the 
fi nal round and fi nished 
8th in the money ($47,684)
Fun facts: Tied for med-

alist honors at the 2009 Big 
12 Conference Women’s 
Golf Championship…won 
two events while playing 
for the Sooners…one of 
her superstitions is to have 
a Diet Coke before she 
plays

Dye
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MASTERPIECE.
Enrich your life™ with a timeless treasure created for a fortunate few—

the exquisite community that’s a work of art.

Home of the 2015 Coates Golf Championship

presented by R+L Carriers, an official LPGA Tour event.

G O L D E N O C A L A . C O M 8 5 5 . 8 0 . O C A L A
— Offered Exclusively by Royal Shell Real Estate Sales & Vacation Rentals —

T H E A RT OF E LE GA N T E S TAT E LI V I NG.
Picture yourself enjoying a superb home and splendid lifestyle in the Central Florida community that’s unlike any other.

LU X U RY V I L L A
— 8015 NW 28 STREET —

• 2 BR, 2.5 BA + Office, Fireplace

• Exceptional Finishes Throughout

• Summer Kitchen, Viking Appliances

• $675,000 (MLS #416257)

• Contact Kathleen Miller, 352.362.1515

E XQ U I S I T E H O M E
— 7525 NW 33 PLACE —

• 3 BR, 4 BA + Study, 3 Car Garage

• Screened Pool & Spa w/Summer
Kitchen & Fireplace

• Breathtaking Golf Views

• $949,000 (MLS #405393)

• Contact Kathleen Miller, 352.362.1515

IMMACULATE CUSTOM HOME
— 3195 NW 79 AVENUE ROAD —

• 4 BR, 3.5 BA, Fireplace

• Summer Kitchen, Tropical Screen
Lanai w/Spa

• Large Golf Course Lot

• $874,900 (MLS #418301)

• Contact Kathleen Miller, 352.362.1515

ELEGANT ESTATE HOME
— 8482 NW 31 LANE ROAD —

• 6 BR, 8 BA, 8 Fireplaces, Outstanding
Water Views

• Breathtaking Pool/Spa, Finest Finishes Available

• Under Construction, Summer 2015 Completion

• $5,900,000 (MLS #418524)

• Contact Kathleen Miller, 352.362.1515

E N T E R TA I N I N S T Y L E
— 3975 NW 85 TERRACE —

• Elegant 5 BR, 7 Full BA + Office

• Whole House Generator

• Spacious & Lavish Master Suite
w/ Gym or Nursery

• $1,695,000 (MLS #404635)

• Contact Kathleen Miller, 352.362.1515

L A K ES I D E ES TAT ES
— 8528 NW 31 LANE ROAD —

• 5 BR, 7.5 BA + Study, 3 Fireplaces

• Summer Kitchen, Lake Lot

• Game Room & Balcony,
Tropical Pool/Spa Setting

• $2,900,000 (MLS #402055)

• Contact Kathleen Miller, 352.362.1515

To make a Golden Ocala masterpiece your very own, please contact our sales office: 8 5 5 . 8 0 . O C A L A

ELEGANT ESTATE LIVING
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No. 1

No. 2

No. 3

No. 4

No. 5

No. 7

No. 8

No. 6

Golden Ocala
A closer look at the course

First built in the early 1980s but the  ■

project stalled, leading to a foreclosure 
in 1986. It changed hands multiple times 
until current owner RLR Investments 
bought it in 1999. The course closed in 
2000 for a major renovation and then 
reopened for good in 2002.

Designed by Ron Garl, architect of  ■

more than 250 courses worldwide.
Includes eight replica holes from  ■

world renowned courses Augusta 
National, Muirfi eld, Royal Troon, 
Baltusrol and St. Andrews.

The 1,139-acre property includes  ■

more than 150 homes, equestrian, 
tennis and spa facilities. 

Par 4

An oak-framed opening hole that doglegs 
right and includes a large fairway bunker 

with fi rm sand that “is not necessarily a bad 
place to be,” notes club champion Brent Dor-
man. Expect the pros to target a left-center 

landing area, then chase the fl ag with a  me-
dium to short iron.

Par 4

It’s stately and 
wide open off the 
tee, where golfers 
will look upward 

toward an elevated 
green. This hole 

plays longer than 
it looks, making it 

among the more 
diffi cult of the 

course’s offerings. 
The pros are likely 
to hit it right-cen-

ter, the best way to 
get a clear look at 

the fl ag.

A picturesque 
hole that leads 
with an elevated 
tee shot offering 
vistas dotted with 
pampas grass. 
The third hole is 
a true birdie op-
portunity, despite 
a must-avoid 
fairway bunker 
in play from the 
front two tees. 
There’s not much 
trouble off the tee, 
offering golfers a 
chance at a short 
iron to a truly 
huge green.

Par 3

The fi rst of eight replicas shows us 
Royal Troon’s No. 8, better known as 

“The Postage Stamp,” the shortest hole 
on the British Open circuit. Gene Sara-
zen, at age 71, famously struck an ace 
there in the ’73 Open, as did Ernie Els 
in ’04 with a pitching wedge. Famous 
as the hole may be, it’s not Golden Oc-
ala’s most challenging. As Dorman put 
it, this version of the Postage Stamp is 

“a green-light birdie hole.” 

Par 5
The second of the 
replicas shows us 
Muirfi eld’s 9th, a 
short par-5 and 
the third straight 
scoring hole on 
the front side. A 
fairway bunker is 
in play on the left,  
though there’s 
ample room to 
play away from 
it. Eagle is in play 
with a good tee 
shot. “If you don’t 
birdie 5,” Dorman 
said, “you gave 
one back to the 
fi eld.”  

Par 3

Tiger Woods etched this replica hole, the 
16th at Augusta, into golf history with 

his legendary 2005 chip that broke about 
20 feet and hung on the lip before fi nally 
falling in. Here, the 16th is a challenge, 

not so much from the water but from the 
unforgiving slopes of the green. “Par on 

No. 6 is a very good score,” Dorman said.

Par 5

This attractive dogleg left, arguably the 
most diffi cult of the course’s four par-5s, 
still offers a fair chance at birdie, though 
Dorman said he’s “happy with a par here 
in competition.” The pros are likely to be 
satisfi ed reaching in three shots, possibly 

due to the daunting grass bunker that 
guards the front left corner of the green. 

On the short list of toughest on the 
course, this hole is straight, narrow and 
short but rewards longer tee shots with 
a larger landing zone. A sprawling oak 
blocks approaches from the right side.

Par 4

No. 9 Par 4

Dorman doesn’t mince 
words here, calling No. 9 
“far and away the most 
diffi cult hole on the golf 
course.”  The challenge is 
part length, part undulation 
and part green, which has 
a fi erce bunker protecting 
its front-right edge. Keep an 
eye on this hole Thursday, 
when half the fi eld will play 
it as their 18th. Hearts will 
be broken here. 

Par 4

Hole-by-hole descriptions written by staff writer Andy Marks;
images provided by Golden Ocala
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No. 10

Par 4

Par 4

Par 3

Par 5

Par 3

Par 5

Par 4

Par 4
Par 4

No. 18

No. 17

No. 16

No. 15

No. 14

No. 13

No. 12

No. 11

It’s not a replica 
hole, but the majes-
tic 10th marks the 
start of Golden 
Ocala’s own tribute 
to Amen Corner, 
with two straight 
Augusta National 
holes to follow. 
This winding, 
narrow fairway 
opens consider-
ably for longer 
hitters. The green 
is fi rst hidden, then 
fl anked by a pair of 
ominous bunkers. 
Even the pros will 
be happy to walk 
away with a par 
here. 

Golden Ocala’s        
signature hole is a  

replica of Augusta’s 
12th, where the tee 
shot was famously    
labeled the hardest 

shot of the Masters by 
Jack Nicklaus. The 

green is a tiny target, 
but if you can keep 

your ball up, you’re in 
great shape to walk 
away unscathed. A 

mistake here can ruin 
your week. Payne 

Stewart was in con-
tention on Sunday 

in 1985 when he fi rst 
found the back bunker 

and then the creek.  
He fi nished with a 9.   

Augusta’s 13th hole 
has a storied history 
with some very recent 
chapters, including 
Phil Mickelson’s his-
toric 6-iron out of the 
woods in 2010, and 
Bubba Watson’s titanic 
tree-topper drive last 
year that erased the 
dogleg, left him with 
just 144 yards and al-
lowed him to pull away 
from Jordan Spieth 
for his second green 
jacket. Even for mere 
mortals, the green is 
reachable in two shots, 
making this hole a 
great birdie opportu-
nity.

A replica of the Road Hole at St. Andrews, 
named for the road that runs alongside the 
fairway, frames the green on the right, and 
remains in play for those unlucky enough 

to settle a ball on it. It’s a long hole with the 
course’s largest green, guarded on the left by 

a treacherous bunker. Par is a good score.

A replica of No. 1 
at St. Andrews, this 
is a wide open hole 

that is all fairway 
and offers little 

trouble except for 
the berm below 

the green. Golden 
Ocala regulars are 

likely to call this 
the course’s easiest 

hole. It’s modest 
length allows for 
a wedge into the 

green. Tourna-
ment professionals 
will need to collect 

birdies here to keep 
pace.  

The last of the rep-
licas pays tribute to 
Baltusrol’s fourth. 
The water guarding 
its green is the last 
true hazard on the 
course. Robert Trent 
Jones made this hole 
famous in 1952 when, 
after redesigning 
it, he quieted critics 
among the member-
ship who suggested 
it was too diffi cult 
by striking an ace in 
front of them. “I think 
the hole is eminently 
fair,” Jones told them 
after.

A short par-4 with 
a small, hidden 
green that runs 

away from those 
who don’t fi nd their 

way to it honestly. 
Things can get ugly  
from anywhere but 

on the fairway. This 
may look like a 

birdie hole at fi rst, 
but “you make par 

and bogey more 
often than you 

make birdie,” notes 
Dorman, the club 

champion.  

This pretty and pivotal 
hole runs uphill to one 
of the most sloped 
greens on the property. 
A long bunker lines 
the right side of the 
fairway just before the 
dogleg. Only certain 
areas of a giant put-
ting surface are play-
able, making it a much 
smaller functional 
green than golfers 
might think. Before the 
pros can turn their at-
tention to the attack-
able 18th, they’ll need 
to survive this very 
challenging spot on 
the course. 

Here’s a must-birdie that could provide fi nal-
round fi reworks. There’s a water hazard in play 
for those who attack in two strokes. A more con-
servative approach can lead to a nice little el-
evated wedge shot at the pin. “If they come here 
tied,” Dorman said, “it’s going to be won here.”
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Enjoy casual dining, at a family-owned and operated
restaurant with amenu that will astound you.We offer
Prime Rib, Fish and Chips, Sheppard’s Pie, Pecan crusted
Chicken and a large variety of everything in between.

6998 N. US Hwy 27, Ocala (352) 620-2500

Whether for your lunch break or a long
relaxing dinner enjoying great food and
service, you’ve found the right place.

Try our Honey Bourbon Salmon!

Serving Lunch & Dinner

Monday: 11 - 10
Tuesday: 11 -10 pm

Wednesday: 11 - 10 pm
Thursday: 11 - 10 pm
Friday: 11 - 10 pm
Saturday: 11 - 10 pm
Sunday: 11 - 9 pm

Having a get together with friends or need
a place for an office party? We have an amazing
banquet room with seating for up to 50 people.

Join us for
Happy Hour

Mon. thru Sun.
2 pm to 6 pm.

By Richard Anguiano
Business editor

The announcement that 
Ocala would be the site of 
the fi rst event on the 
LPGA’s 2015 tour brought 
the community recogni-
tion and prestige.

Expect the event itself to 
give the local economy a 
nice boost.

Corry Locke, sports 
marketing specialist with 
the Ocala/Marion County 
Visitors and Convention 
Bureau, said based on 
participation numbers and 
criteria the LPGA sup-
plied, his agency projects 
the tournament will 
generate $3.9 million in 
sales for Marion County 
businesses for the event’s 
week-long run here.

“I emphasize that’s just 
an estimate,” Locke said. 

“But that would be a pretty 
huge number for us.”

Ocala has experience 
hosting championship 
contests. Locke said Horse 
Shows in the Sun, better 
known as HITS, generates 
some $17 million over its 
10-week annual run. 

Meanwhile, the Babe Ruth 
14-Under World Series, 
held in August at Rotary 
Sportsplex, had a local 
economic impact of $1.9 
million over 10 days.

“Our job is to bring 
people here to spend their 
money in Marion County,” 
Locke said. “Sports is a 
great way to do that 
because sports are a 
guaranteed number of 
people, a guaranteed 
number of players, so you 
have a guaranteed number 
of people coming to stay at 
your destination over a 
guaranteed period of 
time.”

Marion County “should 
expect to be a little 
infi ltrated” when the 
LPGA arrives, according 
to Mike Whan, tour 
commissioner.

“I think you’re going to 
fi nd the players are part of 
the community,” Whan 
said. “They’re not going to 
be ordering room service 
at the local hotel. They’re 
going to be at the same 
Chipotle you’re going to be 
at. They’re going to be 
pretty integrated. From an 
economic development 
perspective, almost every 
city we’re in underestimat-
ed the impact we create.”

Kevin T. Sheilley, 
president and CEO of the 
Ocala/Marion County 
Chamber & Economic 
partnership, said having 
the LPGA season-opener 
here helps the CEP’s 
economic development 
efforts and is good for the 
community as a whole 
“because it raises our 
profi le.”

“We were out of state 
visiting family and on 
Christmas night we were 
having dinner with my 
wife’s family,” Sheilley 
said. “My brother-in-law, 
who lives in Cincinnati, 
said ‘Oh yeah, I hear about 
Ocala every day on The 

Golf Channel,’ talking 
about the Coates Golf 
Championship.’

“Millions of people are 
hearing about Ocala who 
might not otherwise be 
aware of the community,” 
he added. “Building aware-
ness and helping people 
know that we’re here and 
there’s more to Florida 
than just Mickey Mouse is 
important and this is a 
great way for us to do that.”

An LPGA tournament, 
according to Whan, “is a 
great hometown event that 
the world is watching.”

“That same telecast that 
we produce on the Golf 
Channel gets sent out to 
160 countries that are 
watching it,” Whan said. 
“The one thing they might 
be surprised about is how 
much the world is paying 
attention to what feels like 
a small, local event.”

The tournament will 
have hospitality tents and 
suites and will provide 
opportunities for network-
ing. Local business 
leaders will take advan-

tage of those, said Sheilley.
“We will have a number 

of companies who will be 
entertaining guests that 
week,” he said. “We plan 
on having some folks in 
we want to entertain and 
bring to our community 
and this is a great way to 
get them here.”

Golden Palms Inn and 
Suites, about six miles 
southeast on US 27 from 
Golden Ocala, site of the 
tournament, has “picked 
up a few bookings” related 
to the event, said Roberta 
Watson, a front desk clerk.

Locke said he had no 
hand in bringing the 
LPGA event to Marion 
County, giving full credit 
for that to Randall and 
Mollie Coates of Coates 
Golf, a Marion start-up 
company.

Since the announcement 
of the tournament, he has 
busied himself with 
“pieces and parts.”

“Contractual stuff, 
sponsorships, signage,” he 
said “Nothing too fantastic 
and crazy. It’s a lot of the 

behind-the-scenes stuff 
that people probably will 
never know happened.”

The lifelong Marion 
County resident joined the 
VCB in May. He said the 
busiest niches for sports 
marketing in Marion 
County have traditionally 
been youth competitions 
and equestrian.

“There are just so many 
youth sports out there and 
they all need places to go 
and play their tourna-
ments,” he said. “We have 
good facilities for all of 
those. For equestrian, we 
can meet all the needs 
here with all the feed 
stores and tack shops. 
We’re the Horse Capital of 
the World.”

Marion County’s golf 
courses, on the other 
hand, have been more of a 
draw for recreational or 
amateur players.

Locke said the LPGA’s 
three-year contract with 
Coates Golf gives local 
organizers the opportu-
nity to demonstrate they 
can stage a major event 
and should give a boost to 
local organizations trying 
to build the sport at the 
youth level, like The First 
Tee of Greater Ocala.

“We have so many great 
golf courses and there’s no 
reason why we can’t be a 
good golf destination for 
the entire country,” he 
said.

LPGA brings economic impact, visibility to Marion

BRUCE ACKERMAN/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/FILE

Ocala has hosted its share of sporting events 
that have attracted tourists, like the Babe Ruth 
14-Under World Series (above) and the yearly HITS 
equestrian series (above right). But the Coates Golf 
Championship may end up being the biggest to date.

BRUCE ACKERMAN/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/FILE

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS/FILE

Michelle Wie will be one 
of the more recognizable 
names when the LPGA 
Tour comes to town.
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SPONSORED BY: Elite Equestrian Magazine
Ford/Lincoln of Ocala • WOCA Radio

352.236.2274 |OcalaCivicTheatre.com

Music by James McDonald, David Vos, Robert Gerlach, and Ed Linderman

Book and Lyrics by James McDonald, David Vos, and Robert Gerlach

This musical-comedy murder
mystery is far funnier than foul
play should be! Audiences may
die laughing before they find
out “whodunit”…

February 5 – March 1, 2015

TOM, DICK, AND HARRY ............ March 19 – April 12, 2015

THE AMOROUS AMBASSADOR ..... March 29 – April 10, 2015

MY FAIR LADY .............................. May 14 – June 7, 2015

I’ve Been In Love Before:
The Songs and Stories of Frank Loesser

A musical journey from Tin Pan Alley to Hollywood to Broadway

Monday, February 23, 2015 at 3:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.

Starring Broadway veteran Arlo Hill
From Carnegie Hall andThe Phantom of the Opera to Ocala!

Featuring the music of Frank Loesser

(Guys & Dolls, How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying)

Songs include:

“What Are You Doing New Year’s Eve?” • “My Time of Day”

“I’ve Never Been in Love Before” • “Once in Love with Amy”

“Standing on the Corner” • And many more!

“A triumphant success on every level…
The amazing Arlo Hill brought the house down.”

4337 E. Silver Springs Blvd., Ocala, FL 34470 • InThe Appleton Cultural Center

By Joe Callahan
Staff  writer

F
rom downtown nightlife and a 
prestigious art museum in Ocala to 
pristine springs and horse farms for 
miles outside the city limits, Marion 

County has lots to offer.
Covering 1,663 square miles, Marion is 

larger than Rhode Island. It features 
some rolling hills throughout the Ocala 
National Forest, which features springs, 
lakes and rivers.

Here are some things that distinguish 
Marion County:
APPLETON MUSEUM: The Appleton Museum of Art 

opened in 1987 to display and preserve Arthur I. Apple-
ton’s extensive art collection. It is considered one of the 
top art museums in the southeastern United States.
The museum has approximately 16,000 objects, in-

cluding European, American, Asian, African, contempo-
rary and pre-Columbian art and artifacts.
www.appletonmuseum.org. 4333 E. Silver 

Springs Blvd. 291-4455
CLASSIC THEATERS: The Marion Theatre opened 

in 1941 with a seating capacity of 902. It closed in the 
mid-1970s as a movie theater and stood empty for 
13 years. In recent years, it has become a downtown 
centerpiece, airing classic movies and newer fi lms.
The Ocala Drive-In is one of the country’s last remain-

ing drive-in theaters. It originally opened in 1948. It 
airs two movies most weekend nights and has a digital 
movie projector.
www.mariontheatre.org. 50 S. Magnolia Ave., 

Ocala. 629-6300; Ocala Drive-In, 4850 S. Pine 
Ave., www.ocaladrivein.info
DOWNTOWN NIGHTLIFE: The city of Ocala’s 

downtown has been revitalized, now featuring many 
restaurants and pubs.
During the past year, the city of Ocala kicked off “Feel 

Downtown Live” concert series, which featured rock 
band Sister Hazel, classic rocker Eddie Money, country 
newcomer Brett Eldredge and multiple Grammy-nomi-
nated Christian-rock band Sanctus Real — most at the 
city’s Citizens’ Circle venue.
www.feeldowntownocala.com
HORSE FARMS: More than 1,000 horse farms dot 

the local landscape. One of the most famous is Bonnie 
Heath Farm, 7145 NW 125th St. Road, Reddick.
Bonnie Heath — one of the founders of the thorough-

bred horse industry in Florida — owned Needles, the 
state’s fi rst winner of the Kentucky Derby.
In 1978, Marion County-bred-and-raised Affi rmed won 

the Triple Crown. No horse has won the Triple Crown 
since.
Today, Marion County is one of the major thorough-

bred centers of the world. Marion County is one of fi ve 
jurisdictions in the world allowed to claim that it is the 
“horse capital of the world.”

SILVER SPRINGS: Silver Springs State Park — once 
a privately owned theme park known for its Tarzan 
fi lms, monkeys and glass-bottom boats — is located on 
the Silver River east of Ocala.
The Silver Springs attraction dates back to the 1870s. 
The state acquired Silver Springs in the 1990s, 

though it continued to be operated privately. In 2013, 
the state took over control of Silver Springs, merging 
it with the adjacent parkland to create Silver Springs 
State Park.
Silver Springs State Park, 5656 E. Silver Springs 

Blvd., Silver Springs, www.silversprings.com. 
245-1845
OCALA NATIONAL FOREST: The second largest 

nationally protected forest in the United States spans 
607 square miles.
The forest was established in 1908 and is the oldest 

national forest east of the Mississippi River.
The forest is known for many hiking trails. Bicyclists 

can ride the 22-mile long Paisley Woods Bicycle Trail. 
The forest also offers many hunting and fi shing oppor-
tunities, as well as locations to ride off-road vehicles.
www.stateparks.com/ocala.html
WATER: The Ocala National Forest receives more 

visitors than any other national forest in the Sunshine 
State. Many visitors head out to dive the springs and 
fi sh the rivers and lakes.
The forest is also known for having more than 600 

natural lakes and ponds. Near the Juniper Prairie 
Wilderness, and the renowned Juniper Springs, is “The 
Yearling Trail,” the location where the movie by the 
same name was fi lmed.
Marion County also has three large lakes at its op-

posite borders: Orange Lake in northern Marion County, 
Lake Kerr to the northeast near Salt Springs and Lake 
Weir to the south. There are four major rivers: the With-
lacoochee, Silver, Ocklawaha and St. Johns.
fl oridahikes.com/yearling
GREENWAY: Crossing Central Florida from the St. 

Johns River to the Gulf of Mexico is the Marjorie Harris 
Carr Cross Florida Greenway, formerly known as the 
Cross Florida Barge Canal project.
After the canal project was abandoned, the 110-mile 

corridor was converted to trails and recreation areas 
for hiking, biking and horse riding. There also are boat 
ramps, fi shing spots, campgrounds and picnic shelters.
The greenway includes an 80-mile, award-winning 

series of mountain bike trails at the Santos Trailhead 
just south of Ocala.
www.fl oridastateparks.org/crossfl orida/default.cfm
ZIP-LINE: Just north of Ocala, inside the walls of an 

old mining quarry, is Canyons Zip Line & Canopy Tours. 
It features a nine-line, three-bridge course. The longest 
line is 1,100 feet long and 140 feet above a 12-acre lake.
www.zipthecanyons.com. 8045 NW Gainesville 

Road. 351-9477.
JOHN TRAVOLTA: Just north of Ocala, near the small 

town of Anthony, there is a fl y-in community known as 
Jumbolair Aviation Estates. That is the home of actor 
John Travolta and actress Kelly Preston.
On any given day, residents can watch as Travolta 

lands his Boeing 707 airliner on Jumbolair’s runway, 
located just off 1201 NE 77th St.

When you’re away from the 
course, check out these options

SOME THINGS TO DO IN MARION COUNTY
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By David Miller, staff writer

MICHELLE WIE
Age: 25
Hometown: Honolulu
Current residence: Jupiter
College: Stanford University (But was ineligible for golf team)
2014 season: Won the U.S. Women’s Open and the LPGA 

Lotte Championship; fi nished 4th in the 2014 Race to the CME 
Globe Finals (2,995 points) and 4th in the money ($1,924,796)
Major Wins: 2014 U.S. Women’s Open
Other notable fi nishes: Finished 2nd in 2005 LPGA Cham-

pionship; fi nished 3rd in 2005 British Open
Fun facts: Made the cut for men’s tournament during 2006 

SK Telecom Open on the Asian Tour…Wie graduated from 
Stanford University in 2012 with a major in communications…
nickname is Big Wiesy

MORGAN PRESSEL
Age: 26
Hometown: Tampa
Current residence: Boca Raton
2014 season: Registered four top-10 fi nishes; fi nished 30th in 

the Race to the CME Globe Finals (1,203 points) and 35th in the 
money ($508,534)
Major Wins: 2007 Kraft Nabisco Championship
Fun facts: Qualifi ed for the U.S. Women’s Open at age 12…

won the North and South Women’s Amateur at Pinehurst and 
the U.S. Women’s Amateur in 2005…won appeal in 2005 to turn 
pro at age 17 — LPGA rules stated that members must be 18

LEXI THOMPSON
Age: 19
Current residence: Coral Springs
2014 season: Won the Kraft Nabisco Championship; fi nished 

13th in the Race to the CME Globe Finals (2,005 points) and 
12th in the money ($946,764)
Major Wins: 2014 Kraft Nabisco Championship
Fun facts: Has two brothers who are also golfers — Nate, 

who plays professionally on the PGA Tour, and Curtis, who at-
tends Louisiana State University…became youngest player to 
qualify for the U.S. Women’s Open in 2007

LYDIA KO
Age: 17
Birthplace: Seoul, South Korea
Residence: North Harbour, New Zealand
2014 season: Won the Swinging Skirts LPGA Classic, Marathon Classic and CME Group Tour 

Championship; fi nished 3rd in the Race to the CME Globe Finals (3,393 points) and 3rd in the 
money ($2,089,033)
Fun facts: Started playing golf at age 5…was coached by Guy Wilson until December 2013…

competed in New Zealand national amateur championships at age 7…became the only amateur 
to win two LPGA Tour events in August 2013…Never missed a cut as an amateur in 25 profes-
sional tournaments…named one of Time Magazine’s 100 Most Infl uential People in 2014

INBEE PARK
Age: 26
Hometown: Seoul, South Korea
Current residence: Murrieta, Calif.
2014 season: Won the Manulife Financial LPGA Classic, LPGA 

Championship and Fubon LPGA Taiwan Championship; fi nished 
2nd in the Race to the CME Globe Finals (4,102) and 2nd in the 
money ($2,226,641)
Major wins: 2008 U.S. Women’s Open, 2013 Kraft Nabisco 

Championship, 2013 LPGA Championship, 2013 U.S. Women’s 
Open and 2014 LPGA Championship
Fun facts: Became only the fourth LPGA Tour player to win 

three majors in a calendar year in 2013…was the 2013 Rolex 
Player of the Year…graduated from Kwangwoon University in 
Seoul…enrolled at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas in 2006, 
but dropped out soon after, opting to turn pro

STACY 
LEWIS

Age: 29
College: University of 

Arkansas
Current residence: Palm 

Beach Gardens
2014 season: Won North 

Texas LPGA Shootout, 
ShopRite LPGA Classic and 
Walmart NW Arkansas 
Championship; fi nished 
1st in the Race to the CME 
Globe Finals (4,823 points) 
and 1st in the money 
($2,539,039)
Major Wins: 2011 Kraft 

Nabisco Championship, 
2013 Women’s British Open
Fun facts: Was diagnosed 

with scoliosis at age 11, 
which was treated by a spi-
nal fusion during her senior 
year of high school, forcing 
her to redshirt her fi rst year 
at Arkansas…named SEC 
Freshman Golfer of the Year 
in 2005…won the NCAA 
Division I Championship and 
was Golf Digest Amateur 
of the Year in 2007…Rolex 
Player of the Year in 2012

PLAYER PROFILES

Meet some of the LPGA Tour’s 
top players expected in the 

Coates Golf Championship fi eld

FILE PHOTOS BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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PLAYER PROFILES

ANNA NORDQVIST
Age: 27
Hometown: Eskilstuna, Sweden
Current residence: Orlando
College: Arizona State (two years)
2014 season: Won Honda LPGA Thailand and Kia Classic; 

fi nished 7th in the Race to the CME Globe Finals (2,511 points) 
and 7th in the money ($1,144,245)
Major Wins: 2009 McDonald’s LPGA Championship
Fun facts: Was named Swedish Junior Player of the Year in 

2004 and 2005…in 2007, was named National Golf Coaches 
Association Freshman of the Year at ASU…was part of the 
2008 Swedish team that won at the 2008 World Amateur Team 
Championships

PAULA CREAMER
Age: 28
Hometown: Pleasanton, Calif.
Current residence: Windermere
2014 season: Won HSBC Women’s Champions; fi nished 17th in the Race to the CME Globe 

Finals (1,643 points) and 22nd in the money ($702,691)
Major Wins: 2010 U.S. Women’s Open
Fun facts: Won 13 consecutive regional junior events in northern California at the age of 12…

moved to Bradenton in 2000 where she enrolled at IMG Academy…won LPGA Rookie of the 
Year in 2005

BRITTANY
LINCICOME

Age: 29
Hometown: St. Petersburg
Current residence: Seminole
2014 season: Finished 18th in the Race to the CME Globe 

(1,611 points) and 17th in the money ($790,661)
Major wins: 2009 Kraft Nabisco Championship
Fun facts: Competed in the 2004 U.S. Women’s Open as an 

amateur, leading after the fi rst round, but fi nishing 55th…
starred on the American Junior Golf Association circuit be-
fore going pro…led the LPGA Tour in driving distance (270.3 
yards) her rookie year…eagled the fi nal hole of the 2009 Kraft 
Nabisco Championship to jump over Kristy McPherson and earn 
her fi rst career major championship

JESSICA 
KORDA

Age: 21
Hometown: Bradenton
2014 season: Won Pure Silk-Baha-

mas LPGA Classic and Airbus LPGA 
Classic; fi nished 15th in the Race to 
the CME Globe Finals (1,871 points) 
and 16th in the money ($817,885)
Fun facts: Is the daughter of retired 

international tennis stars Petr Korda 
and Regina Raichrtova…in 2010, 
entered LPGA Tour Qualifying School 
and fi nished runner-up in the fi nal 
qualifying tournament, which made 
her eligible for full membership on 
the LPGA Tour in 2011…fi red her 
caddy during the 2013 U.S. Women’s 
Open after having several disagree-
ments and shooting 5-over-par for 
the fi rst nine holes. She then had her 
boyfriend, pro golfer Johnny DelPrete, 
come in from the gallery to be her 
caddy for the rest of the round

MIRIM LEE
Age: 24
Hometown: South Korea
2014 season: Won Meijer LPGA Classic and 

Reignwood LPGA Classic; fi nished 11th in the 
Race to the CME Globe Finals (2,068 points) 
and 14th in the money ($933,849)
Fun facts: Turned pro in 2009…has played 

on the LPGA Korean Tour since 2010, where 
she won three events…began playing on the 
U.S.-based LPGA Tour in 2014
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2775 NW 49th Ave., Ocala, FL
(1 mile west of I-75 on Hwy 27 in Publix Plaza)

352-368-7662

“After 36 holes of golf, this place hit the spot!”

“The best linguine I have ever eaten. I’d drive
an hour out of my way for that dish.”

“Wonderful food, pleasant servers
and great portions!

“I’m from the Bronx and know good pizza.”
– TripAdvisor.com

Mon -Thu 11- 9
Fri - Sat 11 - 10

Sun 12-9

The Best Italia
n Food

in Ocala!

Check out our menu at...

Historic Downtown Ocala�s Lifestyle Store

Open Monday - Saturday 10-5
22 So. Magnolia (352) 690-2121

Enter the turquoise
doors where you
will find gifts,
design, & home
decor. But wait!

there’s more... Kids
clothing, toys, &
surprises galore!

SUZANN PETTERSEN
Age: 33
Birthplace: Oslo, Norway
Current residence: Orlando
2014 season: Finished 12th in the Race to the CME Globe 

Finals (2,009 points) and 11th in the money ($1,001,927)
Major wins: 2007 McDonald’s LPGA Championship and the 

2013 The Evian Championship
Fun facts: Was a fi ve-time Norwegian Amateur Champion 

from 1996 to 2000…won the British Girls Championship in 
1999…represents Nike and BMW, among others

SO YEON 
RYU

Age: 24
Current residence: South 

Korea
2014 season: Won the Ca-

nadian Pacifi c Women’s Open; 
fi nished 5th in the Race to 
the CME Globe Finals (2,661 
points) and 5th in the money 
($1,468,804)
Major wins: 2011 U.S. 

Women’s Open

Fun facts: Also known as 
Ryu So-yeon…won the fi rst 
event she played on the LPGA 
of Korea Tour — the Sports 
Seoul Open in 2008…won 
LPGA Rookie of the Year in 
2012

CRISTIE KERR
Age: 37
Birthplace: Miami
Current residence: Scottsdale, Ariz.
2014 season: Finished 14th in the Race to the CME Globe 

Finals (1,957 points) and 15th in the money ($911,883)
Major wins: 2007 U.S. Women’s Open and the 2010 LPGA 

Championship
Fun facts: Is naturally left handed, but plays golf right 

handed…was the 1995 American Junior Golf Association Junior 
Player of the Year…made an appearance on an episode of the 
third season of “The Apprentice” in 2005…founded Curvature 
Wines, which helps raise money for breast cancer charities

CHRISTINA KIM
Age: 30
Birthplace: San Jose, Calif.
Current residence: Orlando
2014 season: Won the Lorena Ochoa Invitational; fi nished 

23rd in the Race to the CME Globe Finals (1,435 points) and 
27th in the money ($570,374)
Fun facts: Kim is known for her animated style of play, 

fl amboyant dress and outgoing personality…was the young-
est player — 20 years-old — to reach $1 million in earnings 
in 2004, until Paula Creamer broke the record the following 
year…wrote an autobiography titled, “Swinging from My 
Heels: Confessions of an LPGA Star,” which was published in 
2010

AZAHARA MUNOZ
Age: 27
Birthplace: Malaga, Spain
Current residence: Spain
College: Arizona State University
2014 season: Finished 10th in the Race to the CME Globe 

Finals (2,244 points) and 9th in the money ($1,051,332)
Fun facts: Became the fi rst Spaniard to win LPGA Tour Rookie 

of the Year in 2010…had 10 top-10 fi nishes in 2014…was the 
2008 NCAA individual champion as a junior, which she won by 
making a 25-foot putt on the fi rst hole of a playoff

PLAYER PROFILES

FILE PHOTOS BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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The Canyons Activities

352-351-ZIPS (9477)
8045 NW Gainesville Road

E-mail: info@zipthecanyons.com

Participant resctrictions apply.

See website for details.

• FULL ZIP LINE TOUR- - 9 zip lines,
2 rope bridges, 1 rappel. 2 1/2 to
3 hour guided tour.

• CANYONS EXPRESS TOUR- - 5
zip lines, 1 rope bridge. 1 1/2 hour
guided tour.

• SUPER ZIP- 1600 ft long, fly like
superman. (Sat & Sun ONLY).

• HORSEBACK- 1 1/2 hour guided
trail ride through our unique
property.

Visit our website to see
our gallery and much, much more!

10% OFF
ANY
TOUR

Use Code: Golfbanner
EXPIRES:

February 13, 2015

The Canyo
ns Zip Lin

e

& Canopy T
ours

Can’t be combined with any other discounts.
Excludes Saturdays & Gift Certificates.
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German golfer Sandra Gal played at the University of Florida from 2005 to 2007. 
Gal said she remembers playing at Golden Ocala during her days as a Gator.

By John Patton
Correspondent

As she was preparing for 
the LPGA’s season-open-
ing Coates Golf Champi-
onship at Golden Ocala 
Golf & Equestrian Club, 
former Gator golfer 
Sandra Gal said there is 
one aspect of her game 
that will be much different 
than it was in 2014.

“I plan to be much more 
aggressive,” said Gal, 29, 
who fi nished 36th in the 
tour rankings last season. 
“At the CME (Group Tour) 
Championship in Novem-
ber, I was in one of the last 
groups and had a chance 
to win, but I played too 
conservatively (and 
fi nished fi fth).

“This year I will take 
deliberate risks and go for 
it. It could mean I’ll win, it 
could mean I’ll fall back. 
But I’m going to take those 
chances.”

If she follows through, 
it’s diffi cult to believe she 
won’t fi nd success.

After all, as a 3-year-old, 
she began painting. Now, 
works that include a 
stunning portrait of 
Marilyn Monroe, abstracts 
and landscapes, have been 
auctioned off for charity, 
given to friends and 
family, and also decorate 
her home in Orlando.

She danced and played 
violin as an only child 
growing up in Düsseldorf, 
Germany. And in her 
spare time now, she enjoys 
wakeboarding.

Then there is golf.
Gal was given her fi rst 

set of toy clubs at age 5 and 
soon after grew attached 
to the game.

“I love it, but golf has had 
its ups and downs,” Gal 
said. “When you play it 
with intensity as a teen-
ager, you fi nd a lot of 

things to enjoy about it. 
But you also fi nd times 
where you get to a point 
you want to quit.

“It can be like a relation-
ship. You stick with it and 
grow with it, but there are 
times when things are so 
diffi cult you just want to 
walk away.”

That’s why Gal said she 
appreciates months like 
December, where she 
played just nine holes in a 
charity event. While many 
take to the course as a 
break from their jobs, Gal 
said a break from her job 
on the course has her 
recharged.

“We play 27 tournaments 
each year, so it can be a 
grind,” Gal said. “But now, 
I feel really good.”

In 2012 Gal earned a 
distinction that let her 
know fans think she looks 
really good, too.

Awarded Golf Digest’s 
“hottest golfer” after 
getting 80,000 online votes 
to crush male champion 
Rickie Fowler in the fi nals, 
Gal half-joked once she 
got through the women’s 
bracket, winning was 
predictable.

“Men are the only ones 
who vote in those polls,” 
Gal said with a laugh. 
“That’s why I won.”

While she has numerous 
off-course activities 
(which also include a 
weekly in-season blog for 
USA Today and twice-an-
nual photo shoots for 
spring and fall Callaway 
Golf clothing catalogues), 
golf remains the focus.

A member of Europe’s 
2011 Solheim Cup team, 
Gal said she hopes to play 
her way back in 2015 and 
also compete as a member 
of Germany’s 2016 
Olympic team (if qualify-
ing ended today, she would 
be a part of both).

Additionally, she would 
like to add to her 18 career 
top-10 fi nishes and one 
victory, which came at the 
Kia Classic in March 2011.

Perhaps that could come 
at Golden Ocala, which 
Gal said she remembered 
playing “two or three 
times” when she was a 
Midseason All-American 
twice and All-American 
once while competing for 
UF from 2004-08.

“The course was always 
in good condition and was 
pretty diffi cult,” Gal said. 
“I’m looking forward to 
coming back.”

Former Gator Sandra Gal 
recharged for 2015 season

things to enjoy about it.
But you also fi nd times 
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SANDRA 
GAL FILE
Age: 29
Birthplace: Düsseldorf, 

Germany
Current residence: 

Orlando
College: Univ. of Florida
2014 season: Finished 

39th in the Race to the 
CME Globe Finals (1,072 
points) and 36th in the 
money ($504,518)
Professional wins: 

2011 Kia Classic
Fun facts: Still competed 

on the German National 
Team while attending the 
University of Florida…
played for the Gators from 
2005 to 2007 and won four 
events in her time with UF
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The Associated Press

S
tacy Lewis became 
the fi rst American in 
21 years to sweep the 
three biggest awards 
on the LPGA Tour, 
which she considered 
more valuable than a 
$1 million bonus.

Lewis closed with a 1-under 71 
in the CME Group Tour Champi-
onship on Nov. 23, tied for ninth 
in the LPGA Tour fi nale. But it 
was enough for her to win LPGA 
Tour player of the year for the 
second time in three seasons. 
She also won the Vare Trophy 
for the lowest scoring average 
and the money title.

The last American to sweep the 
awards was Betsy King in 1993.

“The $1 million would have 
been nice,’’ said Lewis, who was 
six shots out of a playoff. “But 
those three, that’s what I came 
here for. … It’s been hard to play 
the last four days, and it’s nice to 
be done. I didn’t have my best 
stuff. I’m pretty surprised to 
fi nish where I did.”

In 2012, the 29-year-old Lewis 

became the fi rst American since 
Beth Daniel to win the points-
based player of the year. She 
added the Vare Trophy in 2013. 
And to close out the 2014 season, 
she collected all three at the 
same time.

Inbee Park, the No. 1 player in 

the world, was the only player 
who could have kept Lewis from 
the awards. She trailed in all of 
them, but struggled all week at 
Tiburon Golf Club and fi nished 
in a tie for 24th, four shots worse 
than Lewis.

Lewis fi nished atop the money 

list with $2,539,039, more than 
$300,000 over Park. Her scoring 
average was 69.532, while Park 
was second at 69.682. Michelle 
Wie was third in the Vare 
Trophy standings (69.818), 
followed by So Yeon Ryu at 
69.978.

It was the fi rst time in LPGA 
history that four women had a 
sub-70 scoring average.

Lewis felt as much stress in the 
season fi nale as at any major, 
mainly because Park was on a 
roll and Lewis was struggling. 
She received one good omen the 
night before the fi nal round 
when her family ordered 
Chinese food and her father 
tossed her a fortune cookie.

Lewis kept it in her pocket 
during the fi nal day of the 
tournament and read it aloud to 
the media when she was done: 
“Good news of long-awaited 
event will arrive soon.”

“The last couple of weeks have 
been tough,” Lewis said follow-
ing the event. “The game hasn’t 
been exactly where I wanted it to 
be. I fi gured (Park would) keep 
it rolling this week, and I knew I 
needed to fi nd something. It was 
probably four of the hardest 
rounds of golf I’ve ever played.”

Lewis won three times in 2014, 
though she failed to do so at a 
major. Still, she wouldn’t trade 
what she ended up with.

“Before (the fi nal tournament), 
it was good. Now it’s a little bit 
better,” Lewis said when asked 
to measure her year. “I’d like to 
have taken a major champion-
ship. But winning these three 
awards makes it almost great.”

LOOKING BACK AT 2014 ON THE LPGA TOUR

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS/FILE

Stacy Lewis was the fi rst American in 21 years to sweep the three biggest awards on the LPGA Tour.

She won the Tour player 
of the year award, Vare 
Trophy and money title.

American Stacy Lewis hits the awards trifecta

2 0 1 4  S T A T  L E A D E R S

MONEY LIST
Player Money (Events)
1. Stacy Lewis $2,539,039 (28)
2. Inbee Park $2,226,641 (23)
3. Lydia Ko $2,089,033 (26)
4. Michelle Wie $1,924,796 (21)
5. So Yeon Ryu $1,468,804 (25)
6. Shanshan Feng $1,404,623 (24)
7. Anna Nordqvist $1,144,245 (26)
8. Karrie Webb $1,069,540 (19)
9. Azahara Munoz $1,051,332 (27)
10. Chella Choi $1,048,932 (31)
11. Suzann Pettersen $1,001,927 (24)
12. Lexi Thompson $946,764 (25)
13. Na Yeon Choi $945,813 (26)
14. Mirim Lee $933,849 (24)
15. Cristie Kerr $911,883 (24)

SCORING AVERAGE
Player Shots Rds. Avg.
1. Stacy Lewis 7,579 109 69.532
2. Inbee Park 6,132 88 69.682
3. Michelle Wie 5,376 77 69.818
4. So Yeon Ryu 6,578 94 69.979
5. Lydia Ko 7,078 101 70.079
6. Suzann Pettersen 6,466 92 70.283
7. Shanshan Feng 6,544 93 70.366
8. Azahara Munoz 7,258 103 70.466
9. Chella Choi 7,963 113 70.469
10. Na Yeon Choi 6,842 97 70.536
11. Cristie Kerr 6,210 88 70.568
12. Karrie Webb 5,093 72 70.736
13. Mirim Lee 6,023 85 70.859
14. Anna Nordqvist 6,875 97 70.876
15. Julieta Granada 7,591 107 70.944

TOP 10 FINISHING PERCENTAGE
Player Top 10s (Events) %
1. Inbee Park 17 (23) 74%
2. Stacy Lewis 18 (28) 64%
3. Michelle Wie 13 (21) 62%
4. So Yeon Ryu 15 (25) 60%
5. Lydia Ko 15 (26) 58%
6. Shanshan Feng 12 (24) 50%
7. Cristie Kerr 11 (24) 46%
8. Suzann Pettersen 10 (24) 42%
9. Azahara Munoz 10 (27) 37%
T10. Chella Choi 10 (31) 32%
T10. Lexi Thompson 8 (25) 32%
T10. Karrie Webb 6 (19) 32%
13. Anna Nordqvist 8 (26) 31%
14. Julieta Granada 8 (28) 29%
15. Pornanong Phatlum 7 (26) 27%

PUTTING AVERAGE
Player Putts Rds Avg.
1. Line Vedel 2,292 80 28.65
2. Mi Jung Hur 2,069 72 28.74
3. Christine Song 522 18 29.00
4. Inbee Park 2,559 88 29.08
5. Silvia Cavalleri 1,142 39 29.28
6. Lizette Salas 2,489 85 29.28
7. Julieta Granada 3,134 107 29.29
8. Haeji Kang 2,519 86 29.29
9. Meena Lee 2,959 101 29.30
10. Ayako Uehara 2,846 97 29.34
11. Morgan Pressel 3,024 103 29.36
12. Paula Reto 1,674 57 29.37
13. Sandra Gal 2,679 91 29.44
14. Mika Miyazato 1,474 50 29.48
15. Amy Yang 2,272 77 29.51

GREENS IN REGULATION
Player Greens %
1. Suzann Pettersen 77.1%
2. Anna Nordqvist 77.1%
3. Michelle Wie 76.8%
4. So Yeon Ryu 76.4%
5. Stacy Lewis 75.8%
6. Shanshan Feng 74.8%
7. Lydia Ko 74.1%
8. Azahara Munoz 73.9%
9. Na Yeon Choi 73.8%
10. Chella Choi 73.7%
11. Lexi Thompson 73.4%
12. Inbee Park 73.1%
13. Gerina Piller 72.9%
14. Karin Sjodin 72.7%
15. Brittany Lang 72.3%
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Dates Tournament Name Location Purse
Wed.-Sat. Coates Golf Championship presented by R+L Carriers Ocala $1.5M
Feb 5-8 Pure Silk Bahamas LPGA Classic Paradise Island, Bahamas $1.3M
Feb 19-22 ISPS Handa Women’s Australian Open Melbourne, Australia $1.2M
Feb 26-March 1 Honda LPGA Thailand Thailand $1.5M
March 5-8 HSBC Women’s Champions Singapore $1.4M
March 19-22 LPGA Founders Cup Phoenix $1.5M
March 26-29 Kia Classic Carlsbad, Calif. $1.7M
April 2-5 ANA Inspiration Rancho Mirage, Calif. $2.5M
April 15-18 LPGA LOTTE Championship Presented by J Golf Kapolei, Hawaii $1.8M
April 23-26 Swinging Skirts LPGA Classic San Francisco $2M
April 30-May 3 Volunteers of America North Texas Shootout Irving, Texas $1.3M
May 14-17 Kingsmill Championship Williamsburg, Va. $1.3M
May 21-24 Airbus LPGA Classic Mobile, Ala. $1.3M
May 29-31 ShopRite LPGA Classic Presented by Acer Galloway, N.J. $1.5M
June 4-7 Manulife Financial LPGA Classic Ontario, Canada $1.5M
June 11-14 KPMG Women’s PGA Championship Westchester, N.Y. $3.5M
June 26-28 Walmart NW Arkansas Championship Presented by P&G Rogers, Ark. $2M
July 9-12 U.S. Women’s Open Conducted by the USGA Lancaster, Pa. $4M
July 16-19 Marathon Classic presented by Owens Corning and O-I Sylvania, Ohio $1.5M
July 23-26 Meijer LPGA Classic presented by Kraft Grand Rapids, Mich. $1.8M
July 30-Aug. 2 RICOH Women’s British Open Turnberry, Scotland $3M
Aug. 13-16 Cambia Portland Classic Portland, Ore. $1.3M
Aug. 20-23 Canadian Pacifi c Women’s Open Vancouver $2.25M
Aug. 27-30 Yokohama Tire LPGA Classic Prattville, Ala. $1.3M
Sept. 10-13 The Evian Championship Evian-les-Bains, France $3.25M
Sept. 17-20 The Solheim Cup St. Leon-Rot, Germany n/a
Oct. 1-4 Reignwood Pine Valley LPGA Classic Beijing $2.1M
Oct. 8-11 Sime Darby LPGA Malaysia Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia $2M
Oct. 15-18 LPGA KEB · HanaBank Championship Incheon South Korea $2M
Oct. 22-25 Blue Bay LPGA Hainan Island, China $2M
Oct. 29-Nov. 1 Fubon LPGA Taiwan Champ. Presented by Taiwan Mobile Taipei, Taiwan $2M
Nov 6-8 LPGA Japan Classic Shima-Shi, Mie, Japan $1.3M
Nov. 9-15 Lorena Ochoa Invitational presented by Banamex Mexico City $1M
Nov. 16-22 CME Group Tour Championship Naples $2M

■ ■ Major championships are in bold ■ ■

2015 LPGA
SCHEDULE

CURRENT ROLEX WOMEN’S 
GOLF WORLD RANKINGS

Player Events Pts. Avg.
1. Inbee Park, S. Korea 54 561.91 10.41
2. Lydia Ko, New Zealand 43 409.18 9.52
3. Stacy Lewis, USA 55 515.37 9.37
4. Shanshan Feng, China 57 383.46 6.73
5. Suzann Pettersen, Norway 49 327.93 6.69
6. Michelle Wie, USA 49 304.30 6.21
7. Hyo-Joo Kim, S. Korea 54 320.15 5.93
8. So Yeon Ryu, S. Korea 55 323.75 5.89
9. Karrie Webb, Australia 43 234.08 5.44
10. Lexi Thompson, USA 49 255.37 5.21
11. Kyu Jung Baek, S. Korea 33 170.32 4.87
12. Anna Nordqvist, Sweden 57 253.71 4.45
13. Cristie Kerr, USA 46 189.94 4.13
14. Azahara Munoz, Spain 56 226.81 4.05
15. Sun Ju Ahn, S. Korea 54 211.32 3.91
16. Mi Rim Lee, S. Korea 42 163.15 3.88
17. Na Yeon Choi, S. Korea 55 200.04 3.64
18. Brittany Lincicome, USA 50 179.29 3.59
19. In Gee Chun, S. Korea 49 168.96 3.45
20. Paula Creamer, USA 48 163.07 3.40
21. Ha-Na Jang, S. Korea 52 174.44 3.35
22. Angela Stanford, USA 50 165.03 3.30
23. Amy Yang, S. Korea 44 143.46 3.26
24. Jessica Korda, USA 47 151.95 3.23
25. Lizette Salas, USA 48 150.43 3.13
26. Chella Choi, S. Korea 63 194.86 3.09
27. Pornanong Phatlum, Thai. 55 162.33 2.95
28. Catriona Matthew, Scotland 48 133.14 2.77
29. Lee-Anne Pace, Russia 43 115.87 2.69
30. I.K. Kim, S. Korea 46 123.46 2.68
31. Teresa Lu, Taiwan 61 163.66 2.68
32. Yoon-Kyung Heo, S. Korea 50 134.07 2.68
33. Jung Min Lee, S. Korea 42 112.59 2.68
34. Mo Martin, USA 51 135.34 2.65
35. Julieta Granada, Paraguay 55 144.02 2.62
36. Bo-Mee Lee, S. Korea 62 158.49 2.56
37. Jiyai Shin, S. Korea 60 152.42 2.54
38. Charley Hull, England 41 102.99 2.51
39. Sei Young Kim, S. Korea 50 120.87 2.42
40. Jin-Young Ko, S. Korea 29 83.91 2.40
41. Gerina Piller, USA 52 124.59 2.40
42. MinYoung Lee, S. Korea 51 117.74 2.31
43. Jenny Shin, S. Korea 57 131.04 2.30
44. Shiho Oyama, Japan 50 114.70 2.29
45. Carlota Ciganda, Spain 56 127.83 2.28
46. Karine Icher, France 54 121.89 2.26
47. Min Sun Kim, S. Korea 30 78.37 2.24
48. Sakura Yokomine, Japan 62 138.37 2.23
49. Hee Young Park, S. Korea 58 126.95 2.19
50. Sandra Gal, Germany 56 121.57 2.17

— www.RolexRankings.com

For complete daily coverage of the
Coates Golf Championship, visit
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MASTERPIECE.

G O L D E N O C A L A . C O M 8 5 5 . 8 0 . O C A L A

Enrich your life™ with a timeless treasure created for a fortunate few—

the exquisite community that’s a work of art.

Custom homes, villas and townhomes await to create a lifestyle

that’s simply Golden. Visit our sales center to learn more.

Offered Exclusively By
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